To know why the killing of Shireen Abu Agleh was so devatating,
you have to know what it is like to be Palestinian.

English

Arabic

Schrodinger’s cat is old hat. Let me
introduce a new thought experiment:
Schrodinger’s Palestinian. As a
Palestinian, you are told constantly that
you may think you exist, but, really,
you don’t. I am Palestinian (I used to
say half-Palestinian, through my father,
but now I refuse to slice myself in half)
and have been told this several times.

My favorite example was when a
colleague heard about my heritage and
informed me that, “semantically
speaking”, there was no such thing as a
Palestinian and no such thing as
Palestine. Well, there is no arguing
with semantics, is there? | disappeared
into a puff of air right then and there.

Palestinians don’t exist — except, of
course, when we are militants or
gunmen or terrorists or Hamas. There
IS no disputing our existence then — no
disputing our terrorising nature or our
savagery. There is no disputing our
existence when we are targets for
condemnation. We exist when we are
being criticised; we cease to exist when
it comes to human rights.
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There is no peace in Israel/Palestine
because Palestinians are terrorists who
don’t want peace, one pervasive
narrative goes. But there is also no
peace because Palestinians are
imaginary and Palestine is made up.
We exist, but we don’t. It’s
complicated!

Why am saying all this? Because it is
difficult to understand just how
devastating the killing of the journalist
Shireen Abu Agleh was — the way it
shook Palestinians to the core —
without understanding what it is like to
be Palestinian.

Being Palestinian means having the
validity of your existence litigated
every single day. It means constantly
being gaslit, erased, talked over,
smeared. For diaspora Palestinians like
me, it means getting used to being
looked at with suspicion simply for
answering the question: ‘Where are
you from?” When my family moved to
New York when | was a kid, for
example, a person on our building’s
board heard my dad was Palestinian
and “jokingly” told him not to hold any
terrorist meetings in the apartment. (As
if! You always hold monthly militant
meetings on the roof.)

When | went to law school in London,
I was subjected to “joke” after “joke”
about suicide bombers. Anti-
Palestinian bigotry is so normalised
and widespread that, when strangers
ask me where | am from, | am often
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wary (and scared) of mentioning
Palestine.

Shireen Abu Agleh had no such
qualms; she was courage personified.
The much-loved Al Jazeera
correspondent was a fixture on TV
screens for more than three decades,
signing off her broadcasts with the
refrain: “I am Shireen Abu Aqleh,
Jerusalem, occupied Palestine.” No
mincing of words, no apologies for
existing; just the truth.

Abu Agleh was far more than a
journalist, far more than a household
name. Even “icon” doesn’t capture her.
She was a documentarian of
displacement, a voice for Palestinians,
a symbol of Palestine. She was a
constant reminder that Palestinians are
not an abstract philosophical concept
whose existence is up for debate, but
human beings deserving of dignity. For
diaspora Palestinians, she was a
lifeline. And now she is gone.

Abu Aqleh isn’t just dead; she has been
desecrated. Her memory was
dishonored by fellow journalists who
reported her death with the passive
voice, diluted her death with references
to “clashes” and gave more credence to
constantly shifting narratives from the
Israeli government than eyewitness
accounts. Her killing last week, during
an Israeli military raid in the occupied
West Bank city of Jenin, was
diminished by western politicians
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offering meaningless platitudes rather
than demanding real accountability.

Her funeral was disturbed by Israeli
police who beat mourners and tried to
snatch the flag from her hearse. It
wasn’t enough for the voice of
Palestine to be dead; the imagery of
Palestine had to disappear, too.

And this, by the way, is far from
unusual. I remember Israeli soldiers
coming to my dad’s village when I was
a child and violently confiscating the
Palestinian flag flying there. Were they
allowed to do this? Schrodinger’s
Palestinian! They were and they
weren’t. One of the funniest
corrections | have ever seen is from the
Washington Post in 2021: “An earlier
version of this article said that Israel
bans the Palestinian flag. It has banned
the flag in certain situations in the past,
but today the flag can be confiscated
and the flying of it penalised under
Israeli public safety ordinances.”

The best way I can honor Abu Agleh’s
memory is to ask you to consider this:
if the violence that happened at a
beloved Palestinian’s funeral took
place when the Israeli government
knew the world was watching, what do
you think happens to ordinary
Palestinians the rest of the time? The
violence documented at Abu Agleh’s
funeral wasn’t an aberration; it was just
another day under occupation.
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Cappuccino Caramels Royale

English Arabic
Prep Time: 15 minutes 4883 15+ janill 3ae
Cook Time: 20 minutes 4885 2() :mball 32e

Yield: 64 pieces (about 3 Ibs.)

Ingredients:
Crisco® Original No-Stick
Cooking Spray

1 cup butter

2 (1 0z.) squares unsweetened
chocolate, cut into pieces

2 1/4 cups firmly packed brown
sugar

1 (14 oz.) can Eagle Brand
Sweetened Condensed Milk

1 cup light corn syrup

1 tablespoon Folgers Classic
Roast Instant Coffee Crystals

OR 1 tablespoon Kava Acid-
Neutralized

1 cup chopped pecans or walnuts
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Directions

LINE 8-inch square baking pan
with foil, extending foil over
edges of pan. Coat bottom and
sides of foil with no-stick cooking

spray.

MELT butter and chocolate in
heavy 3-quart saucepan. Stir in
brown sugar, sweetened
condensed milk, corn syrup and
coffee crystals. Clip candy
thermometer to side of pan.

Cook over medium heat, stirring
constantly, until thermometer
registers 248° (firm-ball stage™*).
Mixture should boil at moderate,
steady rate over entire surface. (It
should take 15 to 20 minutes to
reach firm-ball stage.)

Remove from heat. Remove
thermometer. Immediately stir in
nuts. Quickly pour into prepared
pan, spreading evenly with spoon.
Cool. Use foil to lift candy out of
pan when it is firm. Cut into
squares with a buttered knife.
Wrap each square in plastic wrap
or place in candy cups.
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NOTE: To test for firm-ball stage,
spoon a few drops of the hot
caramel mixture into a cup of very
cold (but not icy) water. Using
your fingers, form the drops into a
ball.

Remove the ball from the water. If
it is firm enough to hold its shape
but quickly flattens at room
temperature, it has reached firm-
ball stage. If the mixture hasn't
reached the correct stage, continue
cooking and retesting, using fresh
water and a clean spoon each
time.

Eagle Brand is a trademark of
Eagle Family Foods Group, LLC,
used by permission”.
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Mathematics

English

Arabic

Many laws of nature are expressed
mathematically; all of them, even
those that are not intrinsically
mathematical (like whatever laws
might be formulated to describe
evolution by natural selection),
acquire greater power when
developed mathematically.

One of the first scientists to
consider this point was the
influential Hungarian
mathematician Eugene Wigner
(Wigner Jeno Pal, 1902-95), who
raised the question in a lecture on
"The unreasonable effectiveness
of mathematics in the natural
sciences' in 1959.

1. His perhaps wisely timid
conclusion was that its
unreasonable effectiveness is a
mystery too deep to be resolved
by human reflection.
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Others have added to the general
sense of despair that of current
mysteries, this one is likely to
endure. An alternative, more
positive view in contrast to
Wigner's cautious pessimism, is
that the effectiveness of
mathematics is not unreasonable
and, instead of being perplexing,
offers an important window
opening on to the deep structure
of the universe.

Mathematics might be the
universe struggling to speak to us
in our common language. In the
course of this chapter, | shall try
to remove the tinge of mysticism,
heaven forbid, that might seem to
infect that remark.

2. The existence of mathematical
versions of the laws of nature
perhaps points to a serious
question, and let's hope a
rewarding answer, concerning
what might be the deep structure
of the fabric of reality.
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Perhaps it points to the deepest
question and for aeons the most
perplexing and compelling
question of all: how there has
come to be what there is. * It is
undeniable that mathematics is an
extraordinarily potent and
successful language for
conversing with the universe.

At the most pragmatic level, an
equation that summarizes a
physical law can be used to
predict a numerical outcome, as in
the prediction of the period of a
pendulum from its length.

Just look at the astonishing ability
of astronomers to predict the
orbits of planets, the incidence of
eclipses, and (today as | write) the
appearance of a super moon, the
coincidence of a full moon and
the moon's close approach to
Earth.

Then there are the unexpected
consequences that emerge from a
mathematically stated law that are
verified by observation. Among
the most famous of these is the
prediction of black holes by
listening to the content of
Einstein's general theory of
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relativity, his theory of
gravitation.

It has been said, ironically of
course, that no experimental
observation can be accepted
unless it is supported by a
mathematically formulated
theory.

World economies have bloomed,
and sometimes withered, under
the impact of the pursuit of
mathematical formulations of the
laws of nature.

A very high proportion of the
industrial output of nations has
been ascribed to the
implementation of quantum
mechanics and its mathematical
formulation.
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